Garden Books in Edith Wharton’s Library

Acloque, A. (Alexandre). Flore du sud-est de la France et des Alpes. Paris: J. B. Baillère, 1904.


* With a torn section of an envelope with “Ophrys arachnites” and “Ophrys bombiliflora” in EW's hand, laid in between p. 630 and 631. Hyères bookplate.  
Amherst, The Honorable Alicia (Mrs. Evelyn Cecil). A History of Gardening in England. London: Bernard Quaritch, 1896.

* Second edition (first published 1895); illustrated; large octavo. Pavillon Colombe bookplate.  
Bailey, L. H. The Horticulturalist’s Rule-Book. New York: Macmillan, 1897.

* New & revised edition. Very technical and extremely detailed; proof of Wharton’s serious horticultural study. Pavillon Colombe bookplate.   
Blomfield, Reginald & Thomas F. Inigo. The Formal Garden in England. London: Macmillan, 1892.

* 2nd edition with a new Preface. Illustrated. Wharton gave Blomfield a copy of The Decoration of Houses and inscribed it “In gratitude for the pleasure and instruction we have derived from his books, Dec. 1897[also signed Ogden Codman Jr.]” Blomfield’s garden aesthetic parallels Wharton’s to an astonishing degree. In a 1912 letter, Wharton asks her sister-in-law, Mary Cadwalader Jones, to “thank Trix [Beatrix Jones Farrand] for me and tell her how I rejoice to possess the beautiful Blomfield. I had him on my list, but was waiting to see how “The Reef” sold before giving myself such a sumptuous present, and now have reason to congratulate myself on my prudence.” See Robinson’s The English Flower Garden and Home Grounds below. Pavillon Colombe bookplate.  
Cook, E. T. Gardening for Beginners. London: Macmillan, 1901.

* Preface by Gertrude Jekyll; illustrated. From the “Country Life Library.” Pavillon Colombe bookplate. 
Dawson, Sir J. William. The Geological History of Plants. New York: Appleton, 1892.

* The International Scientific Series; illustrated. Land’s End and Hyères bookplates. 
De Vries, Hugo. Plant-Breeding: Comments on the experiments of Nilsson and Burbank. Chicago: Open Court Publishing, 1907.

* Pavillon Colombe bookplate. Several passages marked and some annotation by Wharton (substantial annotation in comparison to the other garden books in the collection). The marked passages support the expert opinion of Vicomte Charles de Noailles, Wharton's neighbor at Sainte-Claire, that she was "a great gardener and very serious technically.” In The Age of Innocence (1921), Wharton describes the faux vegetation in the setting of the opera that opens the novel, adding “and here and there a daisy grafted on a rose-branch flowered with a luxuriance prophetic of Mr. Luther Burbank’s far-off prodigies.”   
Downing, A. J. A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening. New York: Moore, 1859.

* 6th edition, revised, enlarged & newly illustrated. With a supplement by Henry Winthrop Sargent. With engravings on steel, wood and stone. A little marking and annotation by Wharton; a rough penciled sketch of an arch on a rear blank (more likely executed by Kenneth Clark). Mentioned in Wharton's Hudson River Bracketed (“I perceive,” she [Halo Spear] continued, “that you are not familiar with the epoch-making work of A. J. Downing Esqre on Landscape Gardening in America.”) and False Dawn (p. 4). Downing (1815–1852) is widely considered to be the father of landscape architecture and the modern public park in America, and this was the first American treatise on landscape gardening.
Dykes, W. R. A Handbook of Garden Irises. London: Hopkinson, 1924. 

* Inscribed "To Edith Wharton from Alice Martineau June 1924.” Wharton wrote an introduction for Alice Martineau's Gardening in Sunny Lands (Cobden-Sanderson, 1924); see Alice (Mrs. Phillip) Martineau book below. Marked passages detail the cultivation of specific species and varieties of iris; available upon request. Wharton’s correspondence in the 1920s and ‘30s indicate a passion for irises, and she evidently exchanged numerous specimens during these decades with her niece, Beatrix Jones Farrand. 
Farrer, Reginald. The Rainbow Bridge. London: Edward Arnold, 1922.
* Second impression, with illustrations and map. Hyères bookplate. A highly regarded writer on plant exploration, Farrer introduced many new plants into cultivation from his expeditions. He traveled widely in Asia as well as in Europe and his observations of the Japanese garden design tradition, combined with a lifelong love of alpine plants, contributed to his seminal views on rock garden design, in which he advocated a more natural scheme that replicated  the plants’ original alpine habitat. The Rainbow Bridge was published posthumously in 1921 and details a plant-hunting expedition in Tibet and the Chinese province of Kansu. A true “Renaissance” individual (like Wharton herself), Farrer was additionally a novelist, although his literary contribution was decidedly through his travel and botanical writings. Wharton marked several passages in this book as she would in a work of literature; none of them reference plants or gardens except for this passage on beauty (an ordering force in her own life): “a fanaticism for beauty has always been the real key of my life, and all its happinesses and hindrances. So acute is it that one seems at last to merge into something older still and more universal, standing behind beauty: it could not be mere bien être or adequate secretions that gave me such almost unbearably stimulating delight in a group of silly little trees, on the top of a silly little hill across the river, against an azure sky in the sunlight.” (p. 335) Wharton admires Farrer’s 'sylvan language’ in her Preface to Vivienne de Watteville's Speak to the Earth (1935). 
Gray, Professor Asa. Botany for Young People and Common Schools: How Plants Grow. New York: Iveson, Blakeman, Taylor, & co., 1858.

* Signed on flyleaf: "Edith Wharton Pencraig Cottage 1887.” Pavillon Colombe bookplate. Series: Botany for Young People and Common Schools. Illustrated.  
Holme, Charles, ed. The Gardens of England (in the Northern Counties). London: The Studio, 1911.

* Unidentified inscription: "Edith from Simon 1936.”  Possibly the painter Simon Bussy, Wharton's neighbor in the south of France (he lived at Roquebrune). Illustrated.  
Huntingdon, Annie Oakes. Studies of Trees in Winter: A Description of the Deciduous Trees of Northeastern America. Boston: Knight & Millet, 1902.

* Introduction by Charles Sprague Sargent; illustrated with colored plates by Mary S. Morse, and photographs by the author. Pavillion Colombe bookplate. Original trade binding with design on cover of snowy trees in winter.  

Jahandiez, Emile and Abel Albert. Catalogue des Plantes Vasculaires du Departement du Var. Paris: Klincksieck, 1908.


* Illustrated; unopened. Inscribed “à Madame Edith Wharton, admiratrice fervante de la flore provençale, respecteux hommage. Emile Jahandiez.” During the years she spent at Hyères, Wharton (with the Vicomte Charles de Noailles) often visited the nearby nursery of the Jahandiez brothers at Carqueiranne; the brothers had formerly worked for the Rothschilds and specialized in succulents, which Wharton made use of in planting her 28 rocky terraces at Sainte-Claire (see Diane Kostial McGuire, “Edith Wharton’s Plants,” Edith Wharton and the American Garden).
Jekyll, Gertrude. Colour Schemes for the Flower Garden. London: Country Life, 1921.
* 5th ed., illustrated. Pages 118-119 marked. Wharton was a great admirer of Jekyll’s work, arranging the annuals and perennials in her flower garden at The Mount in the exuberant, abundant drifts advocated by the great English designer. Recalling a visit to Miss Jekyll’s garden in her autobiography, A Backward Glance (1934), Wharton wrote: “On that long-desired day I had a hundred questions to ask, a thousand things to learn. I went with a party of fashionable and indifferent people, all totally ignorant of gardens and gardening; I put one timid question to Miss Jekyll, who answered curtly, and turned her back on me to point out a hybrid iris to an eminent statesman who knew neither what a hybrid nor an iris was; and for the rest of the visit she gave me no chance of exchanging a word with her.”
Jekyll, Gertrude. Lilies for English Gardens. New York: Scribner’s, 1901.

* Species ticked, passages marked, and one small annotation by Wharton. Wharton grew lilies in the flower garden at The Mount, and the ticked species may indicate varieties she favored and considered planting (or actually planted). These marks are most useful in selecting appropriate plantings for the flower garden borders. See Jekyll’s Colour Schemes for the Flower Garden and Roses for English Gardens above and below.
Jekyll, Gertrude (in collaboration with Edward Mawley). Roses for English Gardens. New York: Scribner’s, 1902.

* Illustrated; Pavillon Colombe bookplate. Passage marked advocating planting “Pink China Roses” with rosemary bushes, at the foot of “a rather warm wall” (p. 17). See other Jekyll titles.
Le Blond, Mrs. Aubrey. The Old Gardens of Italy: How to Visit Them. London: John Lane, 1912.

* With illustrations from the author's photographs. Pavillon Colombe bookplate. The epigraph is taken from Italian Villas and Their Gardens and is as follows: “It is the glory of the Italian garden architects that neglect and disintegration cannot wholly mar the effect they were skilled in creating—effects due to such a fine sense of proportion, to so exquisite a perception of the relation between architecture and landscape, between verdure and marble, that while a trace of their plan remains one feels the spell of the whole.” Wharton was long fascinated by the gardens of the Italian Renaissance, and her 1904 treatise, Italian Villas and Their Gardens, is credited with popularizing the Italian garden in the United States. Italian Villas and Their Gardens is listed in the bibliography, and in the introduction Le Blond states that Wharton’s book “has proved more helpful and inspiring to the writer than any other.”  
Lee, Vernon. Limbo and Other Essays. London: Grant Richards, 1897.


* Hyères bookplate. Contains the essay “Old Italian Gardens,” and other pieces detailing the Italian landscape and its villas. Vernon Lee was the pseudonym of Violet Paget, a British writer living in Italy, with an exhaustive knowledge of Italian history and culture. Lee was an inspiration to Wharton, particularly at the height of the latter’s obsession with Italy at the turn of the 20th century. Wharton dedicated Italian Villas and Their Gardens (1904) to “Vernon Lee who, better than any one else, has understood and interpreted the garden-magic of Italy.” In A Backward Glance (1934), Wharton wrote that “Vernon Lee was the first highly cultivated and brilliant woman [she] had ever known,” and that Lee’s works on Italy were among her “best-loved companions of the road.” Lee reviewed Wharton’s first novel, The Valley of Decision (1902; set in eighteenth-century Italy), in Italian in La Cultura.  
Martineau, Mrs. Philip (Alice Vaughan-Williams). The Secrets of Many Gardens. London: Williams & Norgate, 1924.


* Inscribed “Edith Wharton With love from one gardener to another Alice Martineau March 1924.” Wharton wrote an introduction for Martineau's Gardening in Sunny Lands (London:  Cobden-Sanderson, 1924); see W. R. Dykes book above. Passage on Cyclamen europæum and C. neapolitanum marked, including the suggestion to plant C. neapolitanum so that its leaves can provide a backdrop to spring-flowering bulbs such as scillas, snowdrops, and Narcissus nanus (p. 39). Also marked is a passage stating “Wind [underlined by Wharton] is a great enemy to a rock garden and needs to be guarded against, if not by the contour of the land, then by shelter belts of a suitable nature (not laurels or other greedy fellows).” (p. 67) 
McDonald, Alexander (pseudonym for R. W. Dickson). Complete Dictionary of Practical Gardening. Printed for George Kearsley, 46 Fleet-street, by R. Taylor and co. 38, Shoe-lane,1807. 2 vols.


* Pavillon Colombe bookplate. With 60 hand-colored engravings by F. Sansom after Sydenham Edwards and other engraved plates. Full calf, spines elaborately dec. gilt with red and black morocco labels.  
Meredith, Lewis B. Rock Gardens. London: Williams & Norgate, 1923. 

* Inscribed "To Mrs. Wharton from C. W. James. Oct. 1925 Floreat Hortus Whartonianus.” 3rd edition, with an introduction by Sir Frederick W. Moore; illustrated. 
Nicholson, George, ed. The Illustrated Dictionary of Gardening. London: Gills, 1887. 


* 9 volumes, including the 2 supplements of 1900. Pavillon Colombe bookplates. With drawings & chromolithographs. Markings made by Wharton next to various species; available upon request. 
Parsons, Frances Theodora. According to Season: Talks about the flowers in the order of their appearance in the woods and fields. New York: Scribner’s, 1902. 


* Color plates by Elsie Louise Shaw; cover design by Margaret Armstrong. Pavillon Colombe bookplate. Wharton was keenly interested in the native flora of every region she inhabited, incorporating wildflowers and ferns collected on her many Berkshire outings into the naturalized areas of The Mount’s gardens and grounds. Both The Fruit of the Tree (1907) and Summer (1917) contain marvelous descriptions of wild-growing vegetation in Western New England. See Parsons book below. 
Parsons, Frances Theodora. How to Know the Ferns. New York: Scribner’s, 1900.

* Pavillon Colombe bookplate. Wharton planted numerous ferns, particularly ostrich fern (Matteuccia struthiopteris), in the woods at The Mount. Illustrated by M. Satterlee & A. J. Smith. The cover for this book, as well as that for According to Season (see Parsons book above), was designed by Margaret Armstrong, a very important Arts and Crafts movement book designer. Armstrong often worked for Scribner’s and designed the covers for the first editions of Wharton’s Italian Backgrounds (1905) and In Morocco (1920).  
Robinson, William. The English Flower Garden and Home Grounds. London: Murray, 1901.


* Pavillon Colombe bookplate. Tipped-in is a magazine illustration of a garden in California. 8th edition; illustrated with many wood engravings. Robinson’s impact on 19th-century garden design rivals only that of Gertrude Jekyll. The Irish horticulturalist and writer championed the naturalistic garden and the use of hardy perennials in contrast to the popular bedding-out schemes of annuals and hothouse exotics (that Wharton also detested). Robinson reviled Reginald Blomfield’s The Formal Garden in England (see above); the two represented the opposing poles of the formal vs. informal garden debate. Beatrix Farrand was a great admirer of Robinson’s, and his ideas exerted a sizeable influence on her work, but in their gardens both Farrand and Wharton were able to successfully negotiate between the two sides of this heated design argument, as evidenced by Wharton’s interest in both authors. Henry James and Beatrix Farrand visited Robinson at his Sussex estate, Gravetye Manor. Markings made next to various species listed in the back; available upon request. 
Robinson, William. The Wild Garden. London: Murray, 1883.

* Signed: “Edith Wharton 1888.” 3rd edition; illustrated by Alfred Parsons (Parsons was a landscape painter and designer whose work was particularly admired by Henry James, who had him design the gardens at his home, Lamb House). Pavillon Colombe bookplate. This seminal treatise advocated naturalizing hardy, native plants in informal settings and would have a profound effect on generations of gardeners on both sides of the Atlantic, including Edith Wharton, who refers to a “wild garden” at The Mount in her correspondence. Interplanted drifts of daffodils and trillium in the woods at The Mount strongly point to Robinson’s influence. See Robinson book above. Various species ticked; available upon request. 
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